The Suffolk Swede

The Suffolk Swede with Five Card Majors

Overview

As the original Swede was played infrequently, it was natural that coming back to it would require a certain amount of revision for all parties. It was inevitable too, that the focus of that would be the relays over one club. That meant that the other parts of the system were if not ignored, not given the attention they deserved. As many of the likely users of the system are comfortable with a five card major structure, I have adopted this as a basis for the non club openings.

One club is two way - strong any shape or weak balanced or semi-balanced with exactly two spades – with relays over. Only when the hand is complicated do we investigate further - failure to relay implies weakness. With five card majors, balanced hands not suitable for a club or a no-trump are 11-13 with three or four spades, these open 1D. Proper minor single suiters open naturally at the two level and 1S 3/4H hands open a special 2H. We now have a weak two only is spades

Summary of Openings

1(
Two way, 17+ any or 11-13 no major

1(
Promises a three or four spades, either
balanced 11-13 (possibly 4441) or
unbalanced 14-16 (longer minor or 4441).

1(/(
Natural 5+

1NT
14-16.

2(
Natural, 6 clubs, 10-16, may have four major

2(
Natural 6 diamonds, 10-16, may have four major

2H
Short spades (0/1), 10-16, 3 or 4 hearts, usually at most two card difference in minor suit lengths

2S
Weak

2NT
13-16, both minors – we tend to pass weak hands with both minors

3L
Standard pre-empts
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